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PREFACE

HE converging influence of discoveries
made during the nineteenth century in
many diverse departments of knowledge has
of late years notably increased the uncertainty
which thoughtful persons have often felt about
the best method of utilising Old Testament
narratives for the education and edification of
children. So much has had to be modified or
discarded, in deference to scientific discoveries
which are in process of popular assimilation,
that a hesitating cautious attitude is not only
reasonable but meritorious. Nor has the diffi-
culty been altogether confined to the oldest
writings; it cannot be maintained that general
conviction of the truth of the cardinal doctrines
of the New Testament has remained quite un-
shaken.

In so far, however, as my own researches have
led me to perceive a profound substratum of
truth underlying ancient doctrines, and in so
far as the progress of science instead of un-

dermining actually illustrates and illumines
vii
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which I have been led to the position here in-
dicated and sustained, must be narrated else-
where; partly in the Proceedings of a Scientific
Society, partly in other books. The position
taken in this book is the result of a lifetime of
scientific study; and its basis is one of fact.
It may be that the facts have been misinter-
preted: if so, then for that misinterpretation I
am responsible; but I venture to hope that they
have led me a few steps onward in the direction
of the truth. It is because this is my conviec-
tion that I have presumed to undertake the ex-
position, incidentally illustrating it from the
writings of such thinkers as have preceded me
in the quest, and have arrived at the same sort
of ideas by other paths.

For this is characteristic of truth, that it
may be reached by many diverse routes; and
although its ultimate peaks are inaccessible, yet
its strenuous disciples, however far apart they
are at the start, and however roundabout their
journey, may hope to meet on such interme-
diate and temporary summits as can be attained
at the present stage of earthly existence.

Ouiver Lobae.
- September, 1910.
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¢Oh could I tell ye surely would believe it!
Oh could I only say what I have seen!
How should I tell or how can ye receive it,
How, till He bringeth you where I have been?

Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the Highest
Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor deny;
Yea with one voice, O world, tho’ thou deniest,
Stand thou on that side, for on this am L’

F. W. H. Myzzs, §¢. Poul.



INCARNATION !

CHAPTER I
CONTINUITY ‘AND PERSISTENCE

HERE is no real end to anything in the
Universe, no end to any real existence; nor
is there any beginning. We can illustrate this
by considering the history of a rock —say a
sandstone rock for simplicity. It is formed of
compacted sand; but the sand particles are
fragments of a pre-existing rock, ground to
powder by the waves; that rock too was com-
posed of compacted sand,—and so on. We
find a continuance of the same material, scat-
tered and re-formed, changed in condition of
aggregation, yet essentially the same. Such
considerations clearly lead to no beginning.
Or consider a cloud.— It manifests itself in

1 Being the expanded substance of a Sunday afternoon ad-
dress to working men.

3
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particles of carbon and hydrogen thus escape
and are scattered; but presently some of them
will be incarnate again in visible and tangible
form, through a repeated operation of the same
agency, and may form part of some other kind
of plant; or other things may happen to them.
They may go through multifarious adventures
—always retaining their identity, though not
their state of aggregation or grouping.

Or take the case of the earth.— But you will
say, the earth had a beginning and will have an
end. Yes, as an individual assemblage of par-
ticles it has a beginning and an end. So have
the tree and the cloud and the rock. Any in-
dividual rock — the Wrekin, the Matterhorn —
can be named and identified and its history
traced; and we may suppose that geologists
could tell us approximately not only when it
arose but when it will once more be submerged
under the sea. Every individual collocation or
collection of particles has a beginning and an
end; but only as a collection. This congrega-
tion, for instance, began at 3 o’clock and will
end at 4, but its members do not go out of exist-
ence when they leave, nor was their arrival the
beginning of their life.
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a closer and deeper sense. Seen from the ter-
restrial point of view,

¢ His life is a wateh or a vision
Between a sleep and a sleep.’

But that which now appears to us as sleep — *
sleep from which there is no waking — may
really be the prelude to a state of keen activity.
For sleep need not be dreamless; the spirit of
an entranced person may be, and sometimes is,
in an exceptional state of activity. Quiescence
of the body is no guarantee of quiescence of
the soul; nor does death of the body convey any
assurance of the soul’s decease. Every physi-
cal analogy is against such a superficial notion.
(See, for instance, ¢ Life and Matter,” where
the subject is further developed.)

John Smith was born a few years ago and
will die, but he will not go into nothingness;
and though as an individual he began at birth,
it is not likely that he, any more than any-
thing else, began from nothing. The com-
plexity of his organism, the far-reaching quality
of his mind, combined with what we know of the
leisurely processes of Nature, forbid the idea
of construction elaborated in such fantastic
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haste. The body has been formed to a given
pattern, quickly enough; so may a plant grow
with great rapidity; but there must be some
entity — even though it be only a germinal
vesicle — which collects and arranges the par-
ticles to suit itself. The specific form of the
structure depends on this entity, not on the
miscellaneous sources of the particles. Some
kinds of material can be utilised, some can not:
those which have been good for food serve their
turn for a time and then are discarded again;
but it is the arranging entity for which we
postulate continuous existence. It is this of
which we may seek to trace the continuous and
perennial history. The discarded body looks
dead and dismal enough, but that is only be-
cause the energising spirit which constructed
it has gone beyond our ken: —

‘He that hath found some fledg’d bird’s nest, may know
At first sight if the bird be flown;
But what fair well or grove it sings in now,
That is to him unknown.’

Unknown, yes, but not therefore unreal; —
all analogy is against the idea of disappearance
being synonymous with destruction. Death is
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change, indeed,—a sort of emigration, a
- wrenching away from old familiar scenes, a
solemn and portentous fact,— but it is not anni-
hilation. No thoughtful person can really and
consistently believe that he is destined

¢To drop head foremost in the jaws
Of vacant nothing, and to cease.

Of every kind of individual existence with a
history — with an origin and a termination —
we must ask, what before? and what after?
For some kinds of existence we can answer
these questions; for others, not. But we know
that beyond their manifest history there must
always be an infinite past and an infinite future;
and hidden antecedents and sequents may in
time be traced.

The experience and memory of the past sur-
vive in our very organisation; we are the
product of evolution through the ages. Con-
scious memory may fail — does fail,— but the
effect of experience lasts.

And it does not follow that our conscious
memory will always fail; individuality once be-
gun shall not again completely cease. Tenny-
son foresees no ‘re-merging in the general



10 INCARNATION

soul ’ ; but rather a continuance of those essen-
tial characteristics by which men are known to
their friends,—

¢ Eternal form shall still divide
The Eternal soul from all beside;
And I shall know him when we meet.

It is not indeed likely that personality will ever
cease, if we recollect what elements go to con-
stitute a personality. They are the most per-
manent and characteristic, the most vital and
essential, elements in our constitution. Indi-
viduality is never lost, unless it be in some
ultimate and far distant completion and richest
fruition of our being, ¢ upon the last and sharp-
est height,’” by evanescence and absorption into
Deity. Then, and only then — an infinitude be-
yond our present state — shall we ¢ lose our-
selves in light.’



CHAPTER II
THE ADVENTURE OF EXISTENCR

T is a commonplace but nevertheless a valu-

able saying, that what will persist is what

we essentially are, not what we have,— not our

casual trappings and belongings. A shroud,

as the proverb says, has no pockets. Our pos-

sessions are accidental and temporary, we

leave them behind, they are comparatively
trivial:

‘I am not what I have, nor what I do;
But what I was I am, I am even L.

Ourselves —our own characters —we take
with us. It is all we do take with us. Char-
acter and Experience are our sole permanent
acquisitions here: these contribute to our per-
manent identity. Our identity lasts — lasts,
for better for worse, through all our adventures,
and is by them enlarged and enriched. With
it —illustrated and informed by them — we
1
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great as any perhaps,—the coming to the
planet, the becoming an individual, attaining a
personality which, whether it begins then or
not, at any rate is to continue. At birth we
began a separate individual existence, but not.
from nothing.

Children often appear to retain for a time
some intuition, some ¢ shadowy recollection ’ as
it were, of a former state of being. And even
adults, in certain moods, have ¢ gleams of more
than mortal things,’ and are perplexed at times
with a dim reminiscence as of previous expe-
riences: —

¢Is it that in some brighter sphere
‘We part from friends we meet with here?
Or do we see the Future pass
Over the Present’s dusky glass?
Or what is that that makes us seem
To patch up fragments of a dream,
Part of which comes true, and part
Beats and trembles round the heart?’

But children in especial are liable to brood
over the mystery of existence, in a way which is
little understood and which they outgrow,
though meanwhile their speculations lead
them to confuse themselves and others with
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¢ Obstinate questionings
Of sense and outward things,
Blank misgivings of a Creature
Moving about in worlds not realised.

On the full meaning of this we need not now
insist, but the fact is testified to by many
writers. Tennyson, for instance, bears wit-
ness —

¢ For oft
On me, when boy, there came what then I eall’d,
‘Who knew no books and no philosophies,
In my boy-phrase ¢ The Passion of the Past.”
The first grey streak of earliest summer-dawn,
The last long stripe of waning crimson gloom,
As if the late and early were but one —
A height, a broken grange, a grove, a flower
« Had murmurs  Lost and gone and lost and gone!”
‘What had he loved, what had he lost, the boy?’

And to the same general purport an earlier
poet — Henry Vaughan, in the middle of the
seventeenth century — bears independent testi-
mony thus:

¢Happy those early days, when I
Shin’d in my angel-infancy!
Before I understood this place
Appointed for my second race.
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When on some gilded cloud or flower
My gazing soul would dwell an bour,
And in those weaker glories spy
Some shadows of eternity.

[And] felt through all this fleshly dress
Bright shoots of everlastingness.’

There is a deep meaning in that phrase of
Plotinus

¢ Descent into generation,’

and the passage in which it occurs is thus trans-
lated by Myers: —

¢Surely before this descent into
generation we existed in the intel-
ligible world . . . as clear souls and
minds immixed with all existence;
parts of the Intelligible, nor severed
thence; nor are we severed even
now.’

And Myers himself begins a poem ¢ To Ten-
nyson ’ with the same idea: —

¢ When from that world ere death and birth
He sought the stern descending way,
Perfecting on our darkened earth
His spirit, citizen of day,’ ...
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each fragment of spirit is supposed to become
a separate individual through incarnation: —

¢ So rounds he to a separate mind
From whence clear memory may begin,
As thro’ the frame that binds him in
His isolation grows defined.’

¢This use may lie in blood and breath.’

Incarnation is the right word for conception
and birth; it is an entering into flesh, a gradual
incarnation, gradual accretion of terrestrial
matter, gradual entering into relation with
it. The soul may be said slowly to con-
struct the body, and continuously to leak in
and take possession of the gradually im-
proving conditions. Constructing the body, I
say, out of earthly particles,— particles picked
up in the first instance by plants and ani-
mals, then utilised by us, guided and arranged
and compacted into a body, so as to represent
our practical and terrestrial aspect,— that is,
such part of us as can be represented by what
Tennyson calls ¢ the house of a brute let to the
soul of a man.’

For we are clearly tanght by Science that
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must have shone in the eyes of that nascent in-
telligence who in some epoch of trouble and
distress first on the earth uplifted hands of

prayer.

¢ Through such flerce hours thy brute forefather won
Thy mounting hope, the adventure of the son;
Such pains astir his glooming heart within
That nameless Creature wandered from his kin;
With hopes half-born, with burning tears unshed,
Bowed low his terrible and lonely head;
With arms uncouth, with knees that scarce could kneel
Upraised his speechless ultimate appeal; —
Ay, and Heaven heard, and was with him, and gave
The gift that made him master and not slave . . .
And some strange light, past knowing, past control,
Rose in his eyes, and shone, and was a soul.

Finished indeed? —mno, far from finished,
never finished. Anticipation lies ahead, to all
infinity : but the evolution of the human body
was a momentous achievement; for thereby a
terrestrial existence was rendered possible for
beings at a comparatively advanced stage of
spiritual evolution. Plato and Shakespeare
and Newton lay then in the womb of the future.
And anticipation still forges ahead.



CHAPTER III

THE PEEMANENCE OF PERSONALITY

HE beautiful animal body, thus slowly
fitted for our reception, we utilise; and
with it we are associated, being able by its aid
to manifest ourselves to others, and to operate
and do work on the planet, for a short period
of some seventy years. It is our machine, our
instrument for manifestation, for living a prac-
tical and useful life, for coming into relation
with other people, who are likewise temporarily
associated with matter, and by it partly dis-
played and partly disguised. An infant is thus
apostrophised by Tennyson: —
«« . ‘Oh dear Spirit half lost
In thine own shadow and this fleshly sign.’

The body is our only means of effecting phys-

ical movements in the realm of matter — the

only means we have for dealing with and alter-

ing the planet which is our temporary home.

The body is by no means a perfect engine, al-
20
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though so admirably contrived; it requires
much training and many repairs — though
some of the repairs are necessitated by our own
injudicious treatment of it. But anyhow, when
it has done its work, served its purpose, and
is getting worn out, the body is sloughed off
and left behind, and we go on without it,—no
longer perceptible to friends still in the body,
—lost to them till they rejoin us; and rising
still, beyond reach of everything but love and
service: —

¢ Souls ghall climb fast their age-long way,
With all to conquer, all to know:
But thou, true Heart! for aye shalt keep
Thy loyal faith, thine ancient flame; —
Be stilled an hour, and stir from sleep
Reborn, re-risen, and yet the same.’

So sang F. W. H. Myers; and, to another
note, and probably in another sense, Meredith
thus expressed the eternity of ideal exist-
ence: —

¢ Full lasting is the song, though he,
The singer, passes: lasting too,
For souls not lent in usury,
The rapture of the forward view.


















CHAPTER 1V
CHARACTER AND FREEDOM

E are here to become worthy of our

origin, to develop a character and a
will, to become ripe for freedom. Freedom,
power of choice,— that is the dangerous gift
that has been bestowed upon us as man.

¢ The man who man would be must rule
The empire of himself.

There came a time, in the long course of
evolution, when man realised that he was free
— free to determine his own actions,— when
he realised that he knew good and evil, could
discriminate between them, could choose the
one and eschew the other, could feel instinct-
ively the difference between right and wrong,
and could exercise the power which was his.
‘With that power, he rose to perceive the great-
ness — the greatness as well as the danger —
of this gift of freedom, and realised for the first

27
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if a divine spirit were to be engrafted on the
animal stock, if they were to become conscious
of a responsible personal identity.

¢ And first a glimmering ease they had,
And creatures bound in dream benign,
Obscurely sentient, blindly glad,
Felt the dim lust of shower and shine;

Then works the unresting Power, and lo!
In subtler chain those germs combine,

Thro’ age-long struggle shaping slow
This trembling Self, this Soul of thine.’

As man thus rose to the higher level of
conscious freedom, that original condition of
pristine innocency fell from him; he could plead
it no longer. Henceforth he had full human
responsibility, and his destiny rested largely
with himself.

The severe discipline through storm and
temptation, thus initiated, has been felt by
many a saint to have been of highest value;
and those who wonder at the fact that sin and
evil have been allowed to exist are not deep
thinkers. Milton complains of their shallow-
ness thus: —
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— some sooner, some later; the conflict cannot
be permanent, or it would ultimately destroy
us. The only service that can last through
infinity is the Service that is perfect freedom.

¢ Oh! who is he that hath his whole life long
Preserved, enlarged, this freedom in himself?
For this alone is genuine liberty:
‘Where is the favoured being who hath held
That course unchecked, unerring, and untired,
In one perpetual progress smooth and bright?’

This is the ideal. This is what we on the
up track see before us as the destined goal.
Towards that we are intermittently, and with
many falls, striving.

Assisted? Yes, truly assisted,— led but not
forced, guided but not compelled. If we ask
to be helped we are helped — helped in ways
we can as yet hardly imagine or believe in —
helped by other human beings sometimes, but
helped also by other beings and in other ways
— ways which we hardly yet suspect. I be-
lieve this to be literally true.
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Wherefrom thy great life passionately springs,
Rocked by strange blasts and stormy tempestings,
Yet still from shock and storm more steadfast grown,
More one with other souls, yet more thine own,

Nay, thro’ those sufferings called and chosen then

A very Demiurge of unborn men,—

A very Saviour, bending half divine

To souls who feel such woes as once were thine; —
For these, perchance, some utmost fear to brave,
Teach with thy truth, and with thy sorrows save.’



CHAPTER VII

THE REVELATION OF CHRIST

HE possibility that an opportunity for
painful service will be liable to test our
allegiance and claim our voluntary submission
hereafter, no matter how high we may
rise in the scale of existence, is a solem-
nizing, may be an alarming thought, but it is
proven by our highest example — it is the very
spirit of Christ. He at his lofty altitude saw
an opportunity for helping the human race.
He doubtless foresaw the consequences, the re-
jection, the scorn, the suffering, yea, the
scourging and the death; but he did not shrink.
He too, if we may say so, rose to the occasion
(yes, even to him it is an added glory), and he
became incarnate. He lived the life of a peas-
ant, with all the disabilities of a working man,
and he suffered death by torture. The life was
lived out fair to the bitter end,— to the appar-
55
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ent defeat, down to the last despairing ery ¢ My
(God, why hast thou forsaken me!’

A quotation? Yes, but an adopted quota-
tion, and in its new significance quite the most
awful utterance of man.

¢ Nay but thou knewest us, Lord Christ thou knowest,
‘Well thou rememberest our feeble frame,
Thou canst conceive our highest and our lowest,
Pulses of nobleness and aches of shame.’

¢ This hath he done and shall we not adore him?
This shall he do and can we still despair?
Come let us quickly fling ourselves before him,
Cast at his feet the burthen of our care.’

‘While incarnate he too had in some real sense.
partially forgotten previous existence. Yet of
him pre-eminently it may be said that not in
entire forgetfulness, but trailing clouds of glory
did he come, from God who was his home.

We can see that his divine ancestry must
have become intermittently plain, to one after
another of those with whom he came into con-
tact as he walked the earth in Syria. An ex-
traordinary influence, an effulgence of the
spirit, shone through the earthly covering and
inspired profound wonder, enthusiasm, and de-
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votion. The healing influence of the hem of his
garment is not beyond what we know may
occur. And the Transfiguration itself, when
even his peasant garments shared for a moment
in the blaze of glory, was but a special mani-
festation, to the few who were susceptible, of
what was more obscurely there all the time.

Such luminosity as we possess is effectually
hidden in ¢ earthen vessels,” but the light that
then shone out of darkness gave what St. Paul
calls ¢ the illumination of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.’

¢Oh to have watched thee thro’ the vineyards wander,

Pluck the ripe ears, and into evening roam!—

Followed, and known that in the twilight yonder
Legions of angels shone about thy home!’

He remembered more than we do, and he
told us. Reminiscences must have come over
him from time to time,— must have flooded his
spirit,— as in a minor degree is the experience
of men of genius. Inspirations came to him
from time to time throughout his ministry,—
¢ All things that I have heard of my Father 1
have made known unto you.” He told us more
than we could then receive. He that had ears
to hear had then a chance of hearing.
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very different to their conception — was very
far from a national deliverer; already the claim
of all humanity was recognized, and not that of
Israel alone.

So they were filled with wrath, and sought
to hurl the young preacher over the nearest
precipice. He escaped; but if he had had any
illusion as to the speedy reception of his mes-
sage, this incident must have promptly dissi-
pated any such hope. Henceforth he was more
reserved in his utterance.

That Jesus recognized himself as the Mes-
siah, with his own interpretation as to the mean-
ing of the phrase, is manifest from that unfor-
gettable conversation which he held with the
woman of Samaria; — testing as it were first
his own power of clairvoyance, explaining to
her more explicitly than usual what he had
come to do, and at length openly declaring in
plain words, ¢ I that speak unto thee am he.’

Later, while talking confidentially to his dis-
ciples, he gave them further indications of his
thoughts concerning the prophecies of the Old
Testament. In them, beside their plain and
temporary significance, he discerned some fore-
cast of the period in which they were living,
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some anticiption of the exceptional nature
which he felt to be his, some prognostication
of his birth.

Do you think that such prophetic anticipa-
tion is impossible? Do you think it absurd to
suppose that such an event as the Incarnation
was foreseen and heralded, in some fashion
more or less distinct? If you think so it is not
to be wondered at, for the possibility of such
foresight into futurity is a strange one. But
I believe you are wrong if you think so, never-
theless. Facts are beginning to be known to
me, still obscure and incomplete, which tend to
show that even the birth of a human child, of
ordinary parents, a child only remarkable for
the fullness and richness of its nature and for
the destiny soon to overtake it, was predicted,
was shadowed forth in ways obscure but sub-
sequently unmistakable, more than a year be-
fore birth. It is not a subject on which
dogmatism is appropriate; but the conclusion
at which I am gradually arriving is that future
events are planned, and are not haphazard and
unforeseen; that arrangement is possible in
other spheres than ours, just as design and
foresight are possible among human beings,—
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properly interpretable in ways of which the
writers had barely a suspicion: —

¢ Behoved it not the Christ to suffer these things and to
enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Seriptures
the things concerning himself.

And while still living, he was imbued with
the same idea; for did he not say to a Jewish
audience, at a moment of danger and inspira-
tion,

¢ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he
saw it and was glad.’

Through the vista of a thousand years the
coming of the Messiah had been dimly foreseen
by the great patriarchs at inspired moments.

Then it was that in answer to their easy
self-satisfied, sarcastic retort, ¢ Thou art not
yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abra-
ham?’ he made that portentous utterance, an-
nouncing his pre-existence — his eternity; —
then it was that he made the claim which they
took for blasphemy —* Verily, verily, I say
unto you. Before Abraham was, I Am.’
That statement is clear and unmistakable —it
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was clear even to them —so clear that they
could only reply with stones.

The present, the past, and the future, all in
some strange sense indistinguishable.—Exist-
ence one continuous chain, manifested now, hid-
den then, but real always.— Before them in
flesh stood the earthly representation or incar-
nation of a Being who henceforth would be
acclaimed by all Christendom as Eternal, Om-
nipresent, Divine! ¢ In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.’
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THE OLD TESTAMENT IN
EDUCATION

CHAPTER 1
HINTS ON TEACHING

HE proper utilization of the Old Testa-

ment in teaching is a problem of consid-
erable difficulty, made none the easier by re-
ligious controversies and disputes; and I per-
ceive that it is still partially overshrouded by
a darkness due to superficial methods of inter-
pretation — methods which are foreign to all
canons of literary criticism — methods which,
though they used to be called orthodox, are
hopelessly unscientific and fundamentally mis-
taken.

Our whole outlook on the Universe has been
so enlarged, and in some respects changed,
during the recent century,—it is no wonder
that many adults feel a difficulty in understand-
ing ancient documents, written under very dif-
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CHAPTER II
ASPECTS OF TBUTH

OBERT BROWNING, in 4 Soul’s Trag-
R edy, Act n., says that a philosopher dis-
covers that of the half dozen truths known in
childhood onme is a lie as the world states it in
set terms; and then after many years he per-
ceives that it is a truth again, as he newly con-
giders it and views it in relation with others.

That represents, in a sort of parable, the
kind of experience of many thoughtful persons.

Truth has many aspects, and a statement
which is objectively and literally false or mean-
ingless may have a subjective truth of its own
—a truth depending more on the percipient
than on a form of words. Lest this last sen-
tence be misunderstood and objected to as mis-
leading, I must instance an example of a poeti-
cally beautiful expression of fact, which
nevertheless is not, and never pretended to be,
literally true. Shakespeare’s description of
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into whom entered the Divine breath of in-
spiration; that was the period when ¢ man be-
came a living soul.’

Until such knowledge and consciousness ex-
isted there was no sin — for the essence of sin
is error in the light of knowledge,— the state
of the nascent human race must have been one
of innocency, like the animals.

¢ For the time
‘Was Maytime, and as yet no sin was dreamed.’

The whole parable is very consistent with evo-
lutionary science.
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Restraint of Greed. ,

Have we got very far beyond them, even
now?

The Law of Sinai declared (says Professor
Ottley), in an age when the notion was wholly
new and unfamiliar, that religion and morality,
truth and righteousness, are vitally and in-
dissolubly connected.
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silence, were it not that such misrepresenta-
tions do harm. They are not a fair weapon of
controversy.

Sin is man-made and unnecessary evil. It
is the planting of tares instead of wheat. It
is the act of an enemy. Because we claim
that evil is a necessary ingredient in a develop-
ing Universe, we admit no condonation or jus-
tification for evils which are man-made. Ours
is the power to cure, and our conscious freedom

- has given us full responsibility for whatever

is in our control. For this distinction between
evil in itself and evil due to wilful wrong-doing
we have high authority: —

¢ It must needs be that offences come, but woe be to that
man by whom they come.’
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the slums, the destitution, the workhouses, the
prisons,— the unnatural squalor which is the
parent of so much of modern evil and sin; all
these should gradually cease their tormenting
hold upon us.

Effort there must always be, but human effort
should be other and higher and nobler than this
squalid struggle. That must surely cease; and
in the light of the Gospel, by the energies of
the brave men and women of the present and
the future, our improving condition shall some
day develop into an earthly paradise, where
the Divine Kingdom shall have really come, and
where, by a finer and healthier and happier hu-
manity, the will of God shall be really done on
earth as it is done in heaven.
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THE SCOPE OF SCIENCE

CHAPTER 1
AIMS AND LIMITATIONS

HE term Science may be used in a narrow

or in a broad signification. Sometimes
the one is convenient, but always the other
is permissible; and if the use of the term in
the narrow sense tends to obscure its larger
significance, then in that connexion such use
must be deprecated.

It is rather commonly supposed that the re-
gion amenable to strictly scientific study is a
narrow one, and that it by no means embraces,
nor will ever embrace, the whole of possible
knowledge. A boundary is often drawn be-
- tween the scientific arena, on the one hand, and
the literary, the philosophic, the religious do-
mains on the other. But in truth no such
boundary can be drawn; there are no absolute
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the leaders of the race; though never frequently,
nor with any iteration. It is latent, however,
in much of the feeling which is current about
the privileges and the limitations of the scien-
tific explorer. Sometimes he is listened to over
much, sometimes he is not listened to at all;
seldom do his words receive that moderate and
reasonable attention which the circumstances
demand. And for some of the misapprehen-
sion, we must admit that scientific workers
themselves have been partly to blame.

As an example of the wholesome adjurations
thrown out to them from the department of
Letters and Humane learning, I shall take the
utterances of Wordsworth, who in Book IV. of
The Excursion emphasizes the privilege of the
man called to exact research—the man en-
dowed with the power and the opportunity for
scientific investigation, thus: —

¢ Happy is he who lives to understand,
Not human nature only, but explores
All natures — to the end that he may find
The law that governs each; and where begins
The union, the partition where, that makes
Kind and degree, among all visible Beings;
.'“": ".!3}1‘5 d:oﬁstitutions, powers, and faculties,
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And they who rather dive than soar, whose pains
Have solved the elements, or analysed

The thinking principle — shall they in fact
Prove a degraded Race?’

Shall they not rather detect in the phe-
nomena of nature more fullness of meaning
than can be perceived by others? Shall they
not at times read an infinite message even in
the stones beneath their feet? Shall not they
who ¢ come forth into the light of things,’” and
¢let Nature be their teacher,” be stimulated
to large perception by the enthusiasm of a dis-
covery, even as others are made receptive of
higher truth by a work of art or of music, or
as a child may have its imagination kindled
and its thought aroused by listening fo the
murmur of a shell.

It were indeed desperate if the scientific in-
stinct and reasoning habit cut off the connexion
between sense and soul, and made the deeper
insight impossible: —

‘The estate of man would be indeed forlorn
If false conclusions of the reasoning power

Made the eye blind, and closed the passages
Through which the ear converses with the heart.!
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highest tribute, its perfect justification; and
secondly, that for others —though perhaps
not for themselves — channels of Divine grace
may be dependent upon refined feeling rather
than upon recondite knowledge, and that a mes-
sage such as that conveyed to Keats by the
song of a thrush — however little it appeals
to them, and however wise they may be in pur-
suing the path dictated by their own (od-im-
planted instincts — yet may represent a worthy
and a fruitful mood.

¢Oh fret not after knowledge. I have none,
And yet my song comes native with the warmth.
Oh fret not after knowledge! I have none,
And yet the Evening listens.’











































































REFERENCES TO QUOTATIONS

The following references may be convenient
to a few readers, but I must apologise for the
obviousness of some of them. In a previous
book, The Substance of Faith, wherein I gave
a page of similar references, I abstained from
specifically mentioning quotations from the
New Testament,— which in that book happened
to be numerous,— thinking that they were too
well known. In these days, however, it ap-
pears that no such assumption is safe; and
several reviewers asserted, what presumably
appeared to them to be a fact, that while pagan
writers and the Old Testament were freely
quoted, the New Testament was never referred
to. So I have tried to guard against that mis-
apprehension.
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